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COLOVBI AN DRUG LORD — FI RST EVER EXTRADI TED — PLEADS
QU LTY ON EVE OF TRIAL I N FEDERAL COURT | N MANHATTAN

JAMVES B. COVEY, the United States Attorney for the
Sout hern District of New York, announced that ALBERTO ORLANDE
GAMBQA, alias “Caracol,” the first Colonbian drug lord extradited
from Col ombia to the United States since Col onbia resuned
extraditing its citizens in Decenber of 1997, pled guilty before
United States District Judge THOVAS P. GRIESA in Manhattan
federal court today to charges invol ving nassive conspiracies to
i mport tens of thousands of kilograns of cocaine from Colonbia to
the United States, and to | aunder the hundreds of m|lions of
dollars in profits generated by the sale of that cocai ne.

According to the Indictnment, the Governnent’s
recitation of the evidence at the plea proceedi ng, and papers
filed in the District Court and in the Second Circuit Court of

Appeal s, GAMBOA used a penchant for violence and the enornous
proceeds of his crimnal conduct to consolidate his control over
drug trafficking routes along Col onbia’s Carri bean coast.

Bet ween 1990 and 1999, and including two separate periods spent



in pre-trial detention in Colonbia on charges of nurder and

ki dnappi ng, GAMBOA | ed a cartel of approximately a dozen | arge-
scale traffickers in Barranquilla, Colonbia, who collectively
smuggl ed nore than 100, 000 pounds of cocaine worth over a billion
dollars to the United States and third countri es.

The jury selection process in GAMBOA's trial began on
Wednesday, March 5, 2003, when a panel of prospective jurors was
summoned to federal court in Manhattan to conplete juror
guestionnaires. The trial was schedul ed to begin today.

Docunents filed in the District Court reveal that
GAMBQA and hi s associ ates used numerous drug smuggling methods —
i ncl udi ng ocean-goi ng cargo ships, airplanes and speedboats — to
shi p cocai ne from Col onbi a and Venezuela's north coasts to
various destinations in the United States. According to the
| ndi ct ment, GAMBQOA and hi s organi zation transported huge amounts
of cocaine first to various Caribbean destinations, and then on
to Puerto Rico. Also according to the Indictnent, from Puerto
Rico they transported nmuch of that cocaine to the New York City
nmetropol itan area and Phil adel phia in conercial airline and
maritime cargo.

According to docunents and exhibits filed in the
District Court, GAMBOA and his organi zation al so inported |arge
guantities of cocaine directly to the United States fromports in
Sout h America by concealing that cocaine in containers shipped to

various ports in Florida. According to the sane court papers,
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t he cocai ne — shipped hundreds of kilograns at a tinme — was
secreted either in legitinmate nerchandise or in the walls of the
contai ners thensel ves.

According to the Indictnment and to papers filed in the
District Court, between early 1995 and |ate 1998 al one, |aw
enforcenment investigations in several U S. jurisdictions seized
huge quantities of GAMBOA s cocai ne, including:

. 459 kil ogranms of cocai ne conceal ed inside a shipping
cont ai ner of detergent, seized by the U S. Custons
Service at Port Newark, New Jersey, on February 1,
1996;

. 539 kil ogranms of cocaine conceal ed i nside a container
of avocados, seized by the U S. Custons Service at Port
Newar k, New Jersey on February 2, 1996

. 564 kil ogranms of cocaine |ocated in and near a stash
apartnment used by GAMBOA' s organi zation, seized by the
Yonkers Police Departnent in Yonkers, New York, on
Sept enber 20, 1996;

. 530 kil ograns of cocaine |ocated in a stash house used
by GAMBOA' s organi zation, seized by the Drug
Enf orcenent Administration (“DEA’) in R o Piedra,
Puerto Rico, on Novenber 21, 1996

. 120 kil ograns of cocai ne seized froma nenber of one of
GAMBQA' s transportation groups in San Juan, Puerto
Ri co, by the DEA on Novenber 21, 1996

. 245 kil ograms of cocai ne seized in a penthouse
apartnent used by GAMBOA' s organi zation in Mam Beach
Fl orida, by the DEA on Novenber 21, 1996;

. 322 kil ogranms of cocaine |ocated in a stash house used
by GAMBOA' s organi zation in Queens, New York, seized by
t he DEA on Novenber 21, 1996

. 233 kil ogranms of cocaine conceal ed i nside a contai ner
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of corn oil, seized by the United States Custons
Service in Newark, New Jersey, on Novenber 29, 1996

. 95 kil ograns of cocai ne concealed in comercial airline
passenger |uggage seized at the airport in

Phi | adel phi a, Pennsyl vania, by the DEA on April 21,

1998; and

. 25 kil ograns of cocai ne seized froma nenber of one of

GAMBQOA' s transportation groups in the vicinity of 34t

Street in Manhattan, by nmenbers of a joint NYPD/ DEA

Task Force on April 21, 1998.

The Indictnent alleged that GAMBOA and his organi zation
used various nethods to | aunder the hundreds of mllions of
dollars in illegal gains fromtheir cocaine inportation and
trafficking operations. Those nethods included converting the
cash proceeds of their drug sales into noney orders, which were
t hen shi pped by overnight delivery to |ocations in the United
St ates and Col onbi a; purchasing properties, businesses, and
assets around the world; and using bl ack market currency
exchanges. On other occasions, GAMBOA sinply shipped bul k
guantities of United States currency to South Anerica. According
to papers and exhibits filed in the District Court, in My 1998,
for exanple, the United States Custons Service seized nore than
$11 mllion of GAMBOA s cash hidden in holl owed-out truck
transm ssi ons packed in a shipping contai ner and destined for
Venezuel a from Port Elizabeth, New Jersey.

O her cash seizures attributed to GAMBOA and hi s

or gani zati on incl ude:



. Approxi mately $715,232 in U S. currency seized from co-
conspirators in Lodi, New Jersey, on June 8, 1998;

. Approxi mately $600, 839 in noney orders seized from an
apartnent in the Bronx, New York, on Decenber 10, 1998;

. Approxi mately $378,344 in U S. currency seized from an
apartnent in Brooklyn, New York, on January 16, 1999;
and

. Approxi mately $956,380 in U S. currency seized froma
home in Mam Lakes, Florida, on January 16, 1999.

GAMBQA' s guilty plea cones on the heels of a decision
by the United States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit that
rejected GAMBOA' s argunent that statenments he made to Col onbi an
prosecutors in connection with charges there prior to his
extradition to the United States could not be used agai nst him at
his upcoming trial in New York. GAMBOA had successfully argued
inthe District Court that those statements could not be used
against himat his trial in the United States because they were
pl ea di scussions and therefore inadm ssible under a rule of
evi dence that precludes the use of plea discussions at trial.

The Governnent appeal ed the ruling, and a unani nous panel of
three judges of the Court of Appeals reversed the District Court,
hol di ng that evidence of plea discussions with foreign
prosecutors were not covered by the applicable rule of evidence.

In those statenents, which were filed with the District

Court and the Court of Appeals, GAMBOA — in an effort to avoid
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extradition by pleading guilty in Colonbia — adnmtted to a decade
of drug trafficking, providing detailed description of his
trafficking routes, his noney | aundering operations and his co-
conspirators both in Colonbia and in the United States. Further,
days before his August 18, 2000, extradition GAVBOA i ssued a
statenent, titled “Declaration to My Col onbi an People,” which was
sent to — and published by — Canbi 0 Magazi ne, a Col onbi an weekly
news magazine. In that statenent, GAMBOA st ated:

“Yes, it is true that | was a drug trafficker and

yes, anong drug traffickers there are lords, as |

know there are. | consider nyself anong the first

ten. And, yes, | mght have made a mi stake by

getting into drug trafficking, but | have never

| ost ny principles of a good person.”

GAMBQA' s conviction today stens froma five year-1|ong
investigation |led by the Drug Enforcenent Administration in
conjunction with the Organized Crine Drug Enforcenent Task Force,
which is conprised of |aw enforcenent officers fromthe United
States Drug Enforcenment Administration, the Federal Bureau of
I nvestigation, the United States Custons Service, the Internal
Revenue Service, the Inmgration and Naturalization Service and
the New York City Police Departnent.

M. COMEY praised the investigative efforts of the Drug

Enf or cenent Administration, the Federal Bureau of Investigation

the United States Custons Service, the Organized Crine Drug
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Enf orcenent Task Force and the Col onbi an National Police.

GAMBQA i s schedul ed to be sentenced by Judge GRI ESA on
May 27, 2003 at 9:30 A M

Assistant United States Attorneys MARK F. NMENDELSOHN
and ROBERTO FINzZI are in charge of the prosecution.
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